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Chairmer Michael Powe]l

Federal C ymmunications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washingt on, DC 20554

Re: WC "Jocket No. 03-133

Dear Ch: irman Powell:

T am con jerned that the FCC is considering issuing a ruling that would force higber
prices or phone services utilized by working familics and economically dlsadv.antaged
minority households throughout my constituency, Council District 10 in Washington

Heights.

In partic 1lar, ] understand that the FCC may impose in-state access charges and other
fees on « ertain prepaid calling card scrvices. It is important for you to know that my
constitu mts rely upon reasonably-priced prepaid calling cards for a number of
commui ications necds. The FCC should not levy new charges on these services; such
action v ould cause direct harm by raising the cost of making a phone call.

District 10 in Washington Heights is ncarly 85% Latino and contains a large immigrant
and low -income community, We have worked hard to promote economic development
in my d strict in the last several ycars, but many of these individuals still do not bave a
strong ¢ redil history or bank accounts, let alone the cash to make the befty deposit needed
to subsi ribe to local telephone service. As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only
option hey have for talking to their family, employers, and other people we often take for
granted as being only a phone call away. .
Low-ir ;amc and minority houscholds would be particularly hard hit by these increases.
More t 1an half of honscholds earning less than $20,000 per year have used calling cards,
as have 70% of African-American and over 40% of Latino households.



Quite sirr ply, driving up the cost of pre-paid calling cards would have an immediate
impact uy on Washington Heights and my constitucnts. I strongly urge you to refrain
from imp )sing new access charges and fees on these important services.

Miguel Iv artinez
Council } fember, 10" District

cc:  Cmmissioner Michael Copps
C mmissioner Kathleen Abernathy
C rmmissioner Jevin Martin
C ymmissioner Jonathan Adelstein
St pator Charles Schumer
St nator Hillary Rodham Clinton



